had a dnnk  As it got later our fares stared suspiciously
at the second person sitting beside the driver
'He lived all alone, the Baron,9 said Stekhanov cHe
never received anybody except clairvoyants and fortune-
tellers He was scarcely ever seen at Semionov's head-
quarters at Chita He never went to a theatre, never to a
restaurant, never to a brothel One story had it that he
was mamcd to a Chinese prince's daughter, while other
people said that he was virgin Really, he wasn't a very
interesting person'
We drove slowly alongside the sidewalk The streets
were emptying
'Semionov was terribly afraid of Ungcrn,' Stekhanov
went on   Tor example, now I come to think of it, Semio-
nov had a tart named Machka  She was a cabaret singer
a whore in short  The Baron didn't like her  He told
Semionov that he must get nd of her, and the ataman sent
her to Japan  There she was sure of a welcome  I went
there myself later on, with Semionov, after it was all over
The Baron stayed behind '
Stekhanov stared at his hands, resting on the steenng-
wheel, and remarked, in an astonished tone of voice
'Just imagine that it's only ten years ago '*
'Was everybody afraid of Ungern?' I asked.
'I've ]ust mentioned Japan to you,* replied Stekhanov
'Well, there was a Japanese, Captain Sudzuki  He wasn't
afraid of Ungcrn  Whenever he came to Dauna, he used
to shut himself up with the Baron for hours  Ungern gave
strict orders they weren't to be disturbed on any account"
Stcklianov smiled
CI can't give you a description of him All Japanese
look alike Sudzuki was small and shm, but so are all of
them I never heard him speak The Baron used to go and
meet him at the station and drive him back there . '
We picked up a fare who was bare-headed, with a coat
pulled on over bis mghtshirt He took us to fetch a doctor
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